
 
 2010 CALUSA BLUEWAY PADDLING FESTIVAL 

FISHING TOURNAMENT RULES 
November 6, 2010  

 
 

1. RULES.  Al l rules ar e subject to ch ange up to the t ime of to urnament and w ill be clarified a t the C aptain’s Meeting the night 
before the Event Date.  Al l decisions concerning interpretation of the rules are entirely up to the Tournament Officials and are final 
and not subject for appeal. 
 
2. PARTICIPA TION AND ELIGIBILITY.    All competitors must be 18 years of age or older or be accompanied by  a parent or 
guardian.  A guardian who is n ot register ed in the event and accompanying a minor may  not fish.  Minors must also have th e 
signature of his or her parent or legal guardian on the entry form.  
 
 3. PRE-REGISTRATION AND CAPTAINS MEETING. Each contestant may pre-register and pay prior to th e event. Registration 
will be open through the Captain’s Meeting the night before the Event Date. Attendance at the Captain’s Meeting is MANDATORY 
for all contestants. If a contestant is unabl e to attend the Captain’s Meeting th ey must prearrange el igibility wi th the Tournament 
Officials prior t o being al lowed to parti cipate. Uniform  m easuring devic es and  unique token will be distribu ted at th e Capt ain’s 
Meeting. Fishing begins at first safe light on the day of the tournament.   
 
4.  SAFETY.  Each contestant must possess a Coast Guard Ap proved Type III personal flotation device and whistle and follow all 
U.S. Coast Guard regulations.    
 
5. CHECK IN. Check-in wil l begin at 1 :30 pm at t he official tournament site. All competitors must be in the check-in line with their 
cameras and m easuring devi ces by 3:00pm  to b e elig ible for pr izes and po ints. At the ch eck-in, angl ers will be subm itting th eir 
camera for review and filling out a score card. The post-tournament ceremonies will begin at 3:30pm.  
 
6. SPORT SMANSHIP. All c ontestants are re quired to fo llow high standards of sportsma nship, courtes y, and conservation. No 
alcoholic beverages or use of illegal drugs is allowed. Contestants will NOT be allowed under any circumstances to hire any type of 
professional guide or guide serv ice during tournament hours. Th e Tournament Officials may refuse any tournament application, o r 
deny a previous application by returning the entry fee or balance of fees to the Angler. 
 
7. LEGAL FISHING METHODS.  All fish must be caught on hook and line. Live, frozen bait and all artificial lures will be allowed.   
Only standard convention al, spin, or fl y tackle may be used. In tentional snagging is prohibited. All com petitors must fish out of a 
craft that is reco gnizable as a kayak or canoe.  All paddlecraft must carry a p addle and use this as a pr imary form of convey ance.  
Peddles, push poles, and stake off poles are legal means of convey ance, but paddlecraft must have a paddle on board.  No moto rs, 
electric or otherwise, will be allowed. 
 
8. SCORING.  The objective is to photograph the longest “slam” consisting of  one (1) redfish, one (1) snook, and  one (1) sea tr out 
per angler.  Fish measurement will be rounded DOWN to the nearest quarter inch and fish must be photographed against the official 
Calusa Blueway Paddle Tournament measuring stick and token with whole fish clearly visible on the competitor’s kayak. . The first 
photo on the camera must be of your rigged boat as put in at launch with measuring device and scoring marker visible. Fish 
must be photographed in or on the boat, on th e provided measuring device, clearly showing th e length of th e fish with the scor ing 
marker visible. More than on e photo of a fish may be taken to ensure a usable p hoto. Length is determined from the forward-mo st 
point of the fish to the pinched to p of the tail. Fish may  be of any length. Any fish measuring longer than the measuring devic e will 
receive the length of the measuring device as its official score. In the event of a t ie the entry checked in earliest will be declared the 
winner. The jud ging com mittee will review th e photos to verif y reported results  and determ ine place winners. The Tournam ent 
Officials are responsible for the final call in all matters.  
 
9. DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY. Participants may only use digital cameras for recording scoring fish. Entrants must bring the storage 
chip from their cam era to ch eck-in or bring the download cabl e for their camera so that pictures  may be retrieved. The followin g 
media formats can b e handled  without a ca ble at check-in . CompactFlash Type 1 Co mpactFlash Ty pe 2, SD Card, miniSD,  
MultiMediaCard, RS-MMC, Mem ory Stick, Memory Stick PRO , Memory St ick Duo, Memory Stick PRO Duo, SmartMedia, xD. 
Media cards will be returned to participant after pictures are removed off it. Anglers are not advised to s hare cameras or m emory 
devices. 
 
10. TANDEMS/SHARIN G. It is  permissible for more than one entrant to share the same paddle vesse l. Each paddler must be a 
registered participant and is scored separately. Fish may  NEVER be shared among entrants. If more than one person is in a tand em 
both must be registered anglers – use of an extra person strictly as a paddler/motor is forbidden 
 
11. FISHING BOUNDRIES. All Lee County waters are included. 
 
 

 

GOOD LUCK!!! 


